
 

 
www.ijmer.in                                                                                                                                     218 
 

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT THROUGH LOCAL BODIES IN TELANGANA STATE 

Mrs.Y.Vasundhara 
Associate Professor of Political Science 

Andhra Mahilasabha 
Arts& Science College for Women 

Autonomous, NAAC Re-Accredited 
OU Campus, Hyderabad 

Abstract 

Even though women constitute almost half of the potential workforce it is startling to realize that they 
continue to play a marginal and peripheral role in the national context. The role of women is quite 
crucial in production and social processes. Hence undermining the role of women is not only inequitable 
but also hampers development with high efficiency costs. Even in the 21st Century women are being 
given a subdued position and are attached to a very low profile in society. Speaking in the context of 
India, the status that the women are being given is almost unthinkable. Although there has been a 
heightened consciousness and a greater awareness of the role of women, they are not treated on par with 
men. As a result, women members of society continue to suffer from various deprivations which leave 
them with a feeling of frustration and despair. 
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Introduction 

  There can be no real progress if women of any certain country are not made partners in the course of 
development. Excluding the women from the development process will lead to a development which 
will be termed as lop-sided development. Mahatma Gandhi believed that the complete and balanced 
development of the country and the establishment of a just society would be possible only when the 
women members of the society participated in an active manner and took a greater interest in the 
political deliberations of a nation. Hence the need of the hour is to make sure that more and more women 
members are empowered enough to join the political arena such that they can progress at an individual 
level and also act as a catalyst force in the development of other women as well. Empowerment is 
basically understood as a multidimensional social process by which the powerless gain a certain degree 
of control over their lives. Starting with the individual level it can spread over to the community level. 
It creates a scenario where the people can exercise their choice in terms of occupation, health, education, 
and housing. Empowerment is also defined by some as a process of awareness and concretization, of 
capacity building leading to greater participation, effective decision-making power, and control leading 
to greater participation, effective decision-making power, and control to transformative action. 
According to Andre Beteille (1999), “Empowerment is a way of addressing the problem of rights that 
remain unenforced. “Empowerment is a way of making the disadvantaged group of people aware of 
their rights and by creating a situation where they can freely enjoy their rights and play a vital role in 
the social, economic, and political decision-making process. 

A process by which the women acquire due recognition on par with that of the men, to participate in 
the developmental process of the society. The Cairo Conference in 1994 organized by the United 
Nations on population and development called attention to women’s empowerment as a central focus 
and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) developed the Gender Empowerment 
Measure (GEM) which focuses on three variables that reflect women’s participation in society-political 
power or decision making, education and health. 

Process of Emergence of Women in World and Indian Politics: In the world over, it can be witnessed 
that a very slow pace of change is perceived in the emergence of women members in the political arena. 
This is basically because the dominant social customs and norms being practiced have restricted the 
women’s role to domestic spheres and not into the political arena. In the year 1993, there were only six 
women heads of government worldwide. Around the world, only one elected politician in nine happens 
to be a woman. Over 100 countries in the world have no women in parliament at all. The highest number 
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of women in US Congress at any one time was during 1961-62. Only six out of 185 numbers of countries 
of the United Nations have a women permanent representative. These figures quite clearly spell out 
how the women members are being deliberately kept away from the political arena. Still, the feeling is 
large and prevalent among the people is that the domestic sphere is the one where the female members 
of society should be and not in the political arena. The political sphere is seen as an area of operation 
and expertise of that of the men. 

Women represented only 22 percent of the total diplomatic personnel in UN missions. There is better 
parliamentary representation in developing nations (12 per cent), than in industrialized nations (9 per 
cent). Baharin, Kuwait, and the United Arab Emirates continue to deny their women the right to vote 
or contest elections. In Eastern Europe, women’s participation dropped sharply (from 22 percent in 
1987 to 6.5 percent in 1993), largely as a result of the collapse of the socialist governments and the 
elimination of quotas for women in Parliament.  

Position of Women in India 

 While discussing the position of women in India the thing that attracts one’s attention is the social 
picture of women in the Indian context. Imagining society from each and every angle will provide us 
with a picture that women are at the base of each and every foundation. A family cannot be imagined 
in the absence of women. Considering the value women members have in real and the value that is 
being thus attached to them in society is a complete mismatch altogether. Hence it is a matter of concern 
for the society in terms of the importance thus being given to the female members of the society. 

Social Position of Women in India  

The very basic notion of not welcoming a female child is at the root of the miserable and undignified 
state the women are into in Indian society. It is worthwhile mentioning here the fact that India is 
witnessing rapid foeticide. The development of sciences has been used in several wrong uses as well. 
As soon as people come to know that they are going to have a girl child they go for an abortion. Even 
though of late stringent laws have been formed to check female foeticide but still the practice is still 
very rampant. Still, there are places where there are people with such sick mindsets that it is only the 
male child which would bring them honours, and as a result of which they prefer to kill the female 
foetus. This typical mindset results in an imbalance in the sex ratio. This imbalance in the sex ratio 
creates a further chain of complex problems. Thus, it is evident that the female population is under 
severe oppression and subjugation. Achieving equal status in the case of women with that of men is a 
distant reality in the Indian context. Another evil system prevalent in Indian society and which is largely 
responsible for attaching a low profile to that of the women members of the society is the patriarchal 
system. In each and every sphere of life, women have to bear male domination. Once a boy is born into 
the family, he is treated to be a member of the family whereas the girl child is not. A girl is often looked 
down upon in the family because the generally held notion is that she is not a permanent member of the 
family she is born into rather she is a member of the family she will be married into. 

Politics and Indian Women 

 Till the early parts of the British regime in India, women were not provided with the fundamental rights 
of education, property, franchise, and other political freedoms. Industrialization, Westernization along 
education have been responsible for causing transformation in several spheres of human life. Among 
them, one such eminent change has been the concept of women’s role in politics. As a result of this, 
women have begun to assert their rights and have started realizing that they have inherent potential on 
par with men, and apart from certain biological differences they are in no way inferior to their male 
counterparts. Despite several ex-women Prime Ministers, an ex-woman President a few women chief 
Ministers and Governors, and some other women holding important political offices, the level of 
political participation of women has been quite low in India. Even after six and half decades of 
independence along with succeeding legislation for the empowerment of women, the women of India 
have not shown progressive results in the political process. The National Plan of Action for Women 
(1976) recommended that the Government of India initiate some of the legislative and administrative 
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measures to improve the status of Indian women in general. The Committee on the Status of Women in 
India influenced the preparation of the National Action Plan. 

Constitutional Provisions  

The Constitution of India guarantees equal rights to women. Realizing the need for the involvement of 
women in the political arena called for several reforms in the structure. Adequate representation for 
women at different levels was quite essential and that could be achieved through the process of 
reservation of seats for the women to contest. Hence, the Constitution of India mandated one-third 
reservation of seats for women in all local-level elected bodies. This resulted in a healthy scenario where 
the women of rural areas participated in the local body elections of October 1996 and made their entry 
into the rural power structure.  

Women in political decision-making in India 

 Women’s political participation encompasses a wide range of actions and strategies. It includes voting 
and voter education, candidacy in national and local elections, lending support to the candidates who 
carry gender-sensitive agenda, campaigning against those who have policies that are ‘anti-woman’s 
rights’, and advocating for the integration of a women’s rights agenda in the platforms of candidates 
and parties. The 73rd and 74th amendments in the constitution of India made one million Indian women 
“elected representatives” in the rural and urban local self-government bodies by granting 33 percent 
reserved seats in Panchayati Raj institutions in 1992. During the last 16 years, many grassroots activities 
of the women’s movement have plunged into electoral politics for the empowerment of women in their 
constituency. 

 But when it comes to women’s reservation in the legislature and parliament of India, the bill witnessed 
tremendous resistance from the patriarchies. For the first time, the bill providing 33 percent reservation 
to women was introduced on 4th September 1996 known as the 81st Constitution Amendment Bill and 
after massive political debate was referred to the Joint Parliamentary Committee chaired by late M.P 
Geeta Mukherjee who presented the report to Lok Sabha on 9-12-96. Two years later, on 26-6-98, the 
bill was reintroduced in the 12th Lok Sabha as the 84th Constitution Amendment Bill. Controversy 
rocked by the opponents of the bill around reservation (for S.C, S.T, DTNT, Disabled, and Minority 
women.) within the reservation for women so that women from the upper class and caste from majority 
religious groups do not exclusively take away the advantages of women’s reservation once again 
scuttled the bill. National Democratic Alliance brought the Bill to the Lok Sabha twice more in 2002 
and in 2003 but never managed to get it passed. United Popular Alliance elected in May 2004 promised 
to pass the bill. Current controversy and high drama in Rajya Sabha over the 108th Constitution 
Amendment Bill providing 33 percent reservation to women introduced in the Rajya Sabha on the 6th 
of May, 2008 betrays the persistence of patriarchal power in mainstream politics. On the one hand, are 
M.P.s from Congress, B.J.P and left parties advocating for converting the Bill into an Act, while on the 
other hand members of Janta Dal (U) and Samajvadi Party are persistently creating rocks against the 
introduction of the Bill. For the past 11 years this type of discouraging scenario is going on. 

Hurdles faced by the women candidates 

 Women tend to face opposition and hurdles as well from all quarters of the society if they seek to enter 
into the political arena. Basically the opposition comes from the family at the primary level she belongs 
to. Subsequently the opposition comes from the community they are from and moreover the male 
political leaders also strictly oppose the participation of women in politics. There is a vested interest in 
case of the male political leaders behind opposing women into entering the arena of politics. Once 
women are well equipped into politics the position of the male political leaders will be in doldrums for 
which they strictly oppose the participation of women in politics. The present political leadership, in 
spite of its populist rhetoric, wants to keep women out of the political arena. The lower educational 
levels, inferior social status attached to them in the society and the lack of autonomy are reflected in 
their lower political participation. Moreover, politics of late has been an area of increasing 
criminalization, heightened corruption and compromises. These attributes are required in today’s day 
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world to sustain in politics. These factors hinder the active participation of women in politics. Even 
among the majority of women’s rights groups , ‘politics’ is equated with ‘ politicking’, ‘ dirty’ 
maneuvering and manipulations and therefore power and politics remain an anathema for them. But at 
the same time, women activists involved in direct action for past two decades have also realized the 
limitations of micro level activities. 

National Commission for Women  

In the present day era, the National Commission for women has generated a lot of debate and has also 
initiated larger discussions among the women’s groups. The Committee for Status of Women (1974) 
had recommended the formation of such a commission to take up women’s problems. The Congress (I) 
Government did not pay attention to this demand. The report of National Commission on Self Employed 
Women (Shramshakti) gave a comprehensive picture of women’s status and recommended many 
concrete steps for women in the informal sector. This too was not officially discussed in the parliament. 
In this context of official apathy to do certain positive things concretely for women, when the bill on 
the National Commission for Women was tabled in Lok Sabha on 22nd May, 1990 many welcomed it 
as a forward step but these early hopes were soon belied. The content was found less than satisfactory 
and invited a lot of criticism from women’s group as it lacked an autonomous status and has an inbuilt 
structure that provides far too much governmental interference. There was a proposal from the Women’s 
Organizations to the government that it explicitly should define the clauses to protect the autonomy and 
independence of the commission. Moreover, the reports of the commission should go straight to 
parliament via the President. It should be empowered enough to conduct enquiries concerning women 
even when the government officials or agencies themselves are involved in perpetuating violation of 
women’s rights. Alas, in spite of detailed recommendations given by women’s groups, the then 
government did not include all of them in the Act. Now, State level women’s commissions are active 
in few states like Maharashtra, Karnataka and Kerala. These states have seriously given a thought to 
the issues of women empowerment which have facilitated in building up a conducive atmosphere for 
the same. They are executing state policies for women, promoting advocacy work on women’s 
problems, strengthening elected women representatives in the Panchayati Raj institutions and 
selectively taking up cases of violence against women. They are effective in the social sector of the 
economy as they take up women’s problems in the areas of education, employment, welfare and health- 
public health and reproductive rights.  

The 73rd and 74th Amendment to the Constitution in 1990 had opened avenues for women’s 
empowerment. For example, in Kerala the state government had given panchayat bodies power, 
authority and finance. Out of the state budget, 40 per cent was devolved to the panchayat and of this 10 
per cent was mandated to be used utilized for women’s programmes. Other states could emulate this 
pattern. The Maharashtra policy for women, 2001 has also targeted 10 per cent of the development 
oriented budget to women. This would enable women to develop their self–confidence and greater self- 
esteem. 

Historical Background of PRIs  

Undoubtedly village was and will remain the most important unit of Indian social and economic life. It 
has naturally constituted the primary territorial unit of administration since very ancient times. Manu, 
the great Indian philosopher distinguishes three kinds of settlements- Village (Gram), Town (Pura), and 
City (Nagara). But even according to him, the village was a fundamental unit of administration. The 
importance of villages in the Indian administration is attributable to the fact that the vast majority of the 
Indian population even now live-in villages. Since independence there has been urbanization and 
industrialization on a large scale. People also migrated from villages to towns and cities in search of 
jobs and livelihood opportunities. But still it can be witnessed that large chunk of the population resides 
in the villages. In fact, it is always said that if one has to get a true picture of India then one must visit 
rural India as it is the one which exhibits a real India. Urbanization and industrialization as a matter of 
fact have chanced to touch only a few pockets of India but apart from that the rest of the India is still 
rural. 
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Origin of the village administration 

 From the earliest Vedic age the village administration was carried on under the village headman who 
was called Gramani. He used to be the leader of the village. Generally, he was a nominee of the king. 
Being the nominee of the King people also paid him a lot of respect and did not disobey him. The village 
people listened to his words and believed that he was the one who will render justice to them in case of 
conflicts. The Gramani’s post may have been sometimes hereditary and sometimes nominated or elected 
In olden days every village was a republic. The village was governed by the Panchayat or village 
council. The expression ‘Panchayat’ is now understood all over India as an association of villagers 
selected for the purpose of village administration including the administration of justice. Why the 
number “five” (Panch) is stressed, cannot be stated with certainty. According to Prihaspathi, two, three 
or five persons shall be appointed to look after the welfare of the association (the village) and an 
association of five persons for this purpose may, perhaps have given rise to the expression “Panchayat”. 
The Greek Ambassador Megasthenes who visited the court of Chandragupta in 303 B.C., describes 
village communities as rural units and little independent republics, aptly said to be self-contained and 
self-governed. 

Local Government in British India  

When the Britishers visited India primarily they were interested in trading. Hence setting up of village 
panchayats in India was not among the things in their agenda. Basically the British rulers were- satisfied 
with the creation of local bodies of nominated members in the major towns. In 1688, the First Municipal 
Corporation was established in Madras with a Mayor and 12 Alderman including several Portuguese 
and Indians. This body was empowered to levy taxes for building a guild hall and schools. Gradually, 
the sphere of activities of these corporation and similar bodies set up in their major towns and their 
taxation power widened. Hence the initiation can be traced to the fact that the Britishers in order to 
make the collection of taxes easier nominated some people. Gradually this became a trend as this helped 
them in the process of governance. 

Subsequently, several legislations were made by the Britishers to ensure that they hold the powers of 
governance in their hands. Some of the legislations made during the pre independence period are 
mentioned below: 

 Lord Mayo’s Resolution (1870) 
 The Bengal Chowkidari Act (1870)  
 Ripon’s Resolution (1882)  
 Royal Commission on Decentralization (1909)  
 Montague – Chelmsford Report (1918)  
 Government of India Resolution (1918)  

There were certain developments in the post independence period as well. These developments in the 
independent India in some way or the other opened up avenues for facilitating the emergence of 
Panchayati Raj in India. Below is the vivid description of the developments that took place: 

Balwantrai Mehta committee (1957)  

It was the first time that a realization crept up that development cannot progress without responsibility 
and power being given to the community. It was with this objective that the committee recommended 
the early establishment of statutory local elected bodies and devolution to them of the necessary 
resources, power and authority. Earlier the Centralization method was followed to decide upon the 
scheme of things. But it was witnessed that several problems came up during that process. First and 
foremost is the long bureaucratic pressure delayed the process. Secondly it was also felt that the 
remotely located bureaucracies are unable to figure out the field dynamics and the field problems. So 
the power should be transferred to the grass root levels which would facilitate the people in taking care 
of themselves. Therefore, in order to encourage people’s participation and to overcome the defects of 
the Community Development Programme, PRIs came in to being in almost all the states. There was a 
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unanimous support to the fact that power should be transferred to the grass root levels. These became 
the basic institutional apparatus through which socio-economic transformation of rural India was to be 
achieved. The committee was particular that women should find representation in the rural political 
institutions. Hence it recommended the cooption of two women members to PRIs. 

Ashok Mehta Committee (1977) 

 The committee recommended slight reorganization of the Panchayati Raj bodies. It recommended that 
Panchayati Raj should be divided into two main tiers. It felt that the then present structure of three tiers 
was vogue and may chance to continue for a certain period of time. But when it comes to the long run 
then such structure will tend to collapse. Hence there is no point in having such a fashionable three tier 
system if it cannot continue for a longer period of time instead two tiers should be introduced which 
would take the responsibilities of local and regional development. The committee recommended that 
the Block should not be the first point of decentralization. It should only have an executive committee 
of the Zilla Parishad to implement the development programmes formulated and approved by the Zilla 
Parishad. However, it added that, in some states where the Block is regarded as a decentralized unit 
closer to the people, it could continue as a transitional measure. In view of the fact that the then existing 
village panchayats were financially as well as leadership-wise weak, the committee recommended the 
constitution of Mandal Panchayats. The committee also suggested that each Mandal Panchayat should 
be based around a service centre which would be a big village, a small town or central village accessible 
almost equally from all the other villages forming the Mandal Panchayat. The committee further 
assessed that the inability of the PRIs to come up to expectation lay in their weak financial resources. 

G.V.K. Rao Committee (1985)  

This committee was formed after the initiative being taken by the Planning Commission. It was well 
known for its several bold recommendations. One of the recommendations of this committee was that 
of democratic decentralization in which the district level body was to be of pivotal importance. Briefly 
it can be said that this committee aimed at some of the structural transformations to bring about changes 
in the society. It aimed at decentralization of the political level and advocated the adoption of a top 
down approach where the people from the grass root can participate in politics. 

L.M. Singhvi Committee (1986)  

This committee was formed at the instance of the Ministry of Rural Development. Before the formation 
of the committee, the Gram Sabha which a popular method of communicating to the people in the 
village was gradually being forgotten. It was this committee that advocated for the reestablishment of 
the Gram Sabha. Gram Sabha was an important element in the village structure. Gram Sabha is nothing 
but a meeting of the villagers comprising all the inhabitants of a village. It can be said that this 
committee called the embodiment of direct democracy. The committee wanted to vest PRIs with 
constitutional status and it also suggested the formation of Nyaya Panchayats for a cluster of villages. 

Sarkaria Commission (1988)  

This committee formed in 1988 slightly differed in vies from that of the L.M. Singhvi committee. This 
committee did not subscribe to the ideas of the L.M. Singvi Committee to confer constitutional status 
on the PRIs. Instead, they advocated that the power of enacting any law on Panchayats should vest 
exclusively with the states. 

Sixty-Fourth Constitution Amendment Bill (1989) 

 This bill sought to make it obligatory for all the states to establish a three-tier system of Panchayats at 
the village, intermediate, and district levels. However, the states having a population of less than 20 
lakhs are not to be obliged to establish Panchayats at the intermediate level. The term of the Panchayats 
was to be for five years and, in case of dissolution, they were to be reconstituted within six months. 
Another significant provision stipulated that the Election Commission was to be responsible for the 
superintendence, direction, and control of the preparation of electoral rolls and the conduct of elections 
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to the Panchayats. It is also stipulated that all the seats in Panchayats at all levels be filled up by direct 
elections. However, the state legislature could provide for representation in the Panchayats without the 
voting rights of members of the Legislative Assembly. 

Seventy- Second Amendment Bill (1991)  

The bill provided for the reconstitution of the Gram Sabha. Gram Sabha means a body consisting 
persons registered in the electoral rolls relating to a Panchayat village. The Gram Sabha may than one- 
third of the total number of seats to be filled by direct election in every Panchayat shall be reserved for 
women and not less than one-third of the total number of offices of chairpersons in the Panchayat at 
each level shall be reserved for women. The Act leaves it to the Jurisdiction of the state Legislature to 
provide for the composition of the Commission, the qualifications and other details. In matters of 
elections, audit of accounts, imposition of taxes etc. the state Legislature has been empowered to make 
provisions. exercise such powers as the Legislature of a state may provide it with. The Bill also provides 
that not less. 

73rdAmendment and Women in India 

The Lok Sabha passed the Bill on 22nd December 1992, while Rajya Sabha passed it the following day. 
After the ratification by more than half of the State Assemblies, the President gave his assent on 20 
April 1993. The Act was brought into force by a Government notification on 24th of April 1993. The 
Act was brought into force by a Government notification on 24th of April 1993 as the seventy-third 
Constitution (Amendment) Act 1992 

Women’s empowerment is one of the major objectives of the third generation of panchayats in India. 
As such the 73rd Amendment Act provides for the reservation of one-third of seats for women in PRIs. 
The participation of women in PRIs is considered essential not only for ensuring their political 
participation in the democratic process but also for realizing the developmental goals of women. 
Participation of women in PRIs involves (i) women as voters; (ii) women as members of political 
parties; (iii) women as candidates;(iv) women as elected members of the PRIs taking part in the decision 
making, planning, implementation and evaluation; and women as members of Mahila Mandals and their 
association with voluntary organizations. 

The enactment of the 73rd Amendment Act with a view to involve women in decision making provides 
psychological empowerment and a sense of political efficacy to those who had been left powerless to 
influence public decisions that affect them. This is indeed a welcome, though delayed, gesture, for 
democracy will not be meaningful in a traditional society like India without the full involvement of 
women and other weaker segments of society. But a constitutional provision is only a necessary and 
enabling step which should be followed by effective measures for women’s upliftment in the country. 

Women’s participation in local self-government encompasses structural changes in the rural socio-
economic situation in order to achieve the prosperity and welfare, which is the ultimate goal of all 
development. Panchayati Raj is the best system for empowering women and it is the lowest unit of local 
government. Since it is the lowest unit of local governance women from the rural and interior areas can 
get a fair chance to participate in the political matters which as such can empower them and also 
simultaneously would lead to their development. 

A closer analysis of the role of women in Panchayati Raj institutions poses invariably the question, 
which is often raised in other contexts too, should the women members confined themselves to acting 
as women’s representatives and relate themselves only to the issue specifically oriented to women’s 
survival, freedom and rights or move beyond? There is another perspective which link women only 
with selected development issues which have come to be viewed increasingly as women’s issues viz., 
the issues concerning women and child development, drinking water, fetching fuel and fodder, 
smokeless cooking, health care and nutrition etc. Transforming themselves soon in to issues of welfare 
rather than development, these concerns are mainly related to the domestic chores performed mostly by 
women and girls, rather than women’s only issues. Even though the beneficiaries of any development 
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in these directions will be both men and women of all ages, it is the welfare angle that development in 
these directions will reduce the drudgery and time of women and girls that had made them the women’s 
issues. 

Undoubtedly, the above-mentioned areas of survival, welfare and development of women constitute 
important areas for women members to play a major role. The danger, however, lies in women being 
restricted to these issues and being excluded from the broader socio-economic concerns of the village. 
This will marginalize the women and restrict their operation and exercise of power. It will, further leave 
the issues at the disposal of men; the decision-making process that follows will exclude women’s 
participation, leading to women’s concerns not being reflected in the final decision or their 
implementation. Whether it is fisheries or social forestry, land improvement, or maintenance of 
community assets, women have an economic interest, a social stake, and a positive view. Hence any 
interpretation of the role of women members has to include all the areas and believe strongly that all 
questions are women’s questions and no area or activity of the panchayats can exclude them. This is 
particularly valid since any woman could also become the chairperson (Pradhan) and vice-chairperson 
(Up-pradhans). 

Panchayati Raj in Telangana  

Telangana State – A Brief Profile On 2 June 2014, Telangana became the 29th state of India, consisting 
of ten districts with Hyderabad as its capital. The State of Telangana is located in the Southern region 
of India. Most of it was part of the princely state of Hyderabad, which was ruled by the Nizams during 
the British Raj until 1947, and later until 1948, when it joined the Union of India. In 1956, Hyderabad 
state was dissolved and Andhra state was merged with the Telangana region of the state of Hyderabad 
to form the state of Andhra Pradesh. The State of Telangana spans over an area of 1, 14,840 sq.kms. It 
is bound by the states of Andhra Pradesh on the south and east, Maharashtra on the north and northwest, 
Karnataka on the west, and Chhatisgarh to the North-east. The state comprises ten districts, namely, 
Hyderabad, Khammam, Nalgonda, Warangal, Karimnagar, Medak, Nizamabad, Adilabad, 
Mahaboobnagar and Ranga Reddy. Presently the state has 31 districts. The total strength of the ZPTC, 
MPTC, and Sarpanch of the Telangana State is as follows: ZPTC – 0197, MPTC – 6473, Sarpanch – 
1397. With the establishment of PRIs in our country a woman gets an opportunity to prove her worth 
as a good administrator, decision-maker, or a good leader. The 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act, 
1992 is a milestone in this regard. It provides women a chance to come forward. This experiment is 
proving to be a big success, particularly by providing an opportunity for women to come out of their 
houses and participate in administrative and political fields. It has to be considered that the inclusion of 
well-qualified women in village Panchayati at the initial state of the interlocution of Panchayati Raj 
Institution in rural areas would be an important instrumental measure in planning for improving social 
status and empowering women. Women constitute half of the population of our country. We must 
encourage women in such the largest democracy in the world. To give a proper status to the women, 
the Government, NGOs, and Universities have to play a vital role in this field. This group of women, if 
provided representation at the village Panchayati level can strongly rise and handle the issues related to 
the betterment of women, can play a dominant role in the decision-making process, and make suitable 
recommendations for improving the status of women in the meeting. It creates opportunities for women 
to exercise more control over the design and provisions of services and the management of resources it 
may benefit. A good number of women competing with men in local politics, forwarding gender-related 
agendas is looked at as a way towards gender equity. 

Conclusion  

We cannot undermine the fact that there has been progress in the political participation of women. But 
at the same time, we also need to realize that the progress has been very slow. There needs to be strict 
actions taken to ensure that women come forward and exhibit active participation in the arena of politics. 
Even in the 21st century and modern-day India, women are traditionally seen or reduced to be 
homemakers and are seldom allowed to move out of the house and actively get engaged in the domain 
of politics. There is indeed a long way to go, but somewhere we need to start and break free from the 
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gender stereotypes and shed this patriarchal attitude, which would pave the way for more active 
participation of women in the political sphere. 
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