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1. Introduction 
 

The communicative method precisely defines objectives 
headed by free communication through conversation, reading, 
listening comprehension and writing. For those aims, the 
communicative method uses contemporary elements of tele-, 
radio communication, etc. which are natural in the world of 
exchanging information. Nevertheless, a book remains the 
main but not the only tool of language learning at school. A 
teacher can choose any book which corresponds to his/her 
purposes and defines his/her methodological approach towards 
language teaching. But a book should be both interesting and 
accessible for students. A textbook should help learning the 
language, but not give interesting or boring facts about it. On 
the other hand, even the most attractive textbook will not give 
any results, if its contents (drills, exercises, rules, etc.) are 
separated from the communicative learning with the help of a 
teacher as a professional counsellor. An English language 
teacher must know English as well as his mother tongue. The 
teacher must be aware of the laws according to which 
language functions. The teacher must be acquainted with the 
last methodological points of view, but he is not to be obliged 
to acquire those if they do not conform to his purposes and 
aims. The teacher ought to know the difference between 
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general linguistics and pedagogical linguistics in order not to 
convert lessons at school to linguistic seminars. 

     Real communication is always informative, 
unpredictable and unexpected. If the teacher is always 
informative, interesting and unexpected,    then even  before  
the beginning if the lesson students will be disposed for a good 
lesson. But if the  previous lesson is just the same as the next 
one, students will be bored with it before the lesson start. 

Even the most trivial dialogue can be transformed to a 
communicative one if no one knows a word of what will be said 
about. If the dialogue starts 

A: - How are you? 
B: - And you? 

then it all can be boring, definite and predictable. This 
dialogue is not informative, and rather similar to those which 
the students must learn by heart in terms of a prepared 
situation recipe. Byy contrast, the dialogue below is 
unpredictable, interesting and informative: 

A: - How are you? 
B: - Is it true, that you ... or 
A: - What is the result of the match? 
B: - Tell me, where I can get repaired my Japanese TV set? It 
broke down in the middle                      
       of the match. 

The answer is unexpected and related to the questions 
only associatively. During a language lesson, such dialogues 
can reflect spontaneous situations. Those unexpected 
dialogues are really communicative and built according to the 
scheme "stimulus - response". This principle stimulates active 
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thinking process, intuitive thought and use of language in the 
frame of fixed communicative habits. 

Working on their own, students fulfil the task of a 
communicative intercourse, and the best way of it is a free 
dialogue between students but excluding the teacher who is 
always correcting and evaluating. There are a lot of students 
who can and know how to speak English but they happen to 
keep silent facing the criticizing teacher. At free work, 
however, students are more willing and ready for decision-
making and to ask the teacher for his advice. 

When a teacher is not a dictator, students try to learn 
language themselves. In small groups, even the shyest students 
engage in communication at the same level as a "non timid" 
students. It never happens, however, if the teacher stands in 
front of the all class. Work in groups which transform a 
student into the main person of the language lesson is the kind 
of work which develops the communicative abilities of 
students. 
 
           Teachers always seek to fill the heads of students with 
various grammar rules and to transform them to a source of 
language perfection. This purpose can not be achieved in most 
cases. At the same time, it is not useful since it is impossible to 
grasp a lot of. The English teacher should fix flexible aims 
which could vary in every single case. Communication is a 
necessity in order to keep contact at a certain level and at a 
certain communicative frame. 

What are the relations between communication and 
competence and which determines what: whether 
communication defines competencies or vice versa? 
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In fact, I used to correct every students mistake. But 
later on, I understood that not in every case we need to pay 
attention to wrong usage of language, and if we do it this must 
be done in the same way which does not disturb the course of 
communication, 
Which is better: 

  
How can I find Student street ? 
Where is Student street ? 
Do you happen to know Student street ? 

             Every from the three examples above will direct to 
Studentu street. Thus, norms of language are supposed to 
assist communication but it is not necessary to use . it in the 
standard perfection. And if we have to make a choice between 
perfection and communicative result, we would choose the last 
one. No doubt, perfect communication preferred but not 
compulsory. A communicative teacher must pay attention to 
typical mistakes, those which he often comes across with, to 
distortion of logical and grammatical forms. Normative 
language is to remain on example of imitation, but not in all 
cases it must be the goal of active studies. 

  Attention must be drawn to one more element of 
communicative intercourse. It is spontaneity. In many cases 
normative rules will not allow to evaluate colloquial situation 
and respond to communicative stimulus. Many times a teacher 
can spot a student not finding the right word. That happens 
when the student thinks not about what to say, but how to say. 

2.Communicativists, audiolinguists and structuralists.  
   Their attitude towards language teaching 
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The teacher with a respectful pedagogical experience 
would say: "We did not teach in vain. There are generations 
which can speak English". Yes, but how many efforts it took. 
 
           In the second half of the XXth century behavioural 
approach emerged. Behavioural linguists covered methodology 
with their ideas and defined language teaching methodology as 
a mechanical reflection of language reality. This automatic 
and drill-based language learning relied on right 
understanding of primary language of a growing child who is 
being brought up in a natural language atmosphere. But it is 
difficult to compare the perception of English by a child in an 
English speaking family and the perception of it in a non-
English one. Behaviourists claimed that the only way of 
language learning was a mechanical repetition of semantic and 
grammatical forms. And what is true in a natural way of 
language perception, here becomes senseless. A "behavioural" 
student cannot achieve natural language usage and he isolates 
himself by situations which cannot be universal in every case. 

Structural linguists claimed that direct language 
atmosphere is essential for acquiring the studied language. By 
this statement, oral discourse was the only means of 
communication. Creation of a language atmosphere was 
considered as compulsory condition for learning a second 
language. 

Mostly oral discourse is to be the only means of 
communication or at last the dominating means. But very 
often foreign language is used in a written form. 

3. The relation of communicative exercises to communication 
in a wider sense 
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           The assortment of communicative exercises is unlimited. 
But they can be classified. That is done by such researchers of 
communicative method of language teaching as Penny, Rivers, 
Widowson and others. Classifications are a kind of 
methodological care of communicative experience in teaching 
foreign languages. But teachers themselves can classify a 
system of exercises according to their aims, level of the class, 
etc. Relative classification of communicative exercises can be 
presented in following way: 

1. The beginning and the development of relations. 

             This type of exercises can be adopted for beginners. It 
is known that these exercises tune up students to words 
communication. Axis of this type includes greetings, requests, 
simple dialogues for acquaintance, permissions or refusals. 
Such exercises can be carried out by one person but only in 
communicative intercourse. 
2. Purposive search of information and report. 

             Such search works do not reacquire oral 
communication or focus on communication "a book - a person". 
It means comprehension of what is read. For many students 
understanding the plot of the book will be a significant 
element in communicating with the English speaking world in 
universities, correspondence, reading magazines, newspapers. 

              A report can be suggested as a topic for a month. 
During this time, students must prepare not only a report but 
also a plan according to a topic, which is handed to everyone 
student. It enables them to follow what is said in a report by a 
speaker, ask questions or supplement. The same topic can be 
suggested for two students. That can provoke a discussion in 
the class where all students are judges 
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3. Work at practical projects. 

             That is reading and discussions of instructions. Model 
of discussion can be "Find the treasure", reading instructions 
how to make medicine, how to deal with deodorants, domestic 
appliance, type-recorders, etc. 

4. Theater situations. 

             These can be scenes from fiction reading. 

5. Reactions and intentions. 

              Free dialogues with unexpected ends, games with an 
alternative answers "yes" and "no", clearing up the real 
intentions, solving current problems, participating in the 
social life, charts on the telephone. 

              Definitions, common phrases, bureaucratic aphorisms 
and other language elements of everyday life cannot be learnt 
from the textbooks. In language terms rapprochement with 
real life is understanding of the communication. Students can 
fill in the form: 

1. Name...................................... 
2. Surname.................................. 
3. Address................................... 
4. Telephone number..................... 
5. Date of birth............................. 
6. Place of birth............................ 
7. School..................................... 
8. Average mark............................ 
9. Favorite subject at school........... 
10. Foreign languages.................... 
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Such and similar forms can be required to fill in in real life. 
Teachers can construct forms themselves for various 
reasons: Kristian Anderson 

1. Name and surname.................. 
2. Date of birth.......................... 
3. Place of birth......................... 
4. Date of death......................... 
5. Place of death........................ 
6. Childhood.............................. 
7. The most famous work............. 
8. Etc. 

                These forms can embrace famous persons of English 
history, literature and arts, and enrich simultaneously 
knowledge of students. Such forms have perception character. 
They can be of the following forms: 

1. Name and surname...................... 
2. Your favourite art....................... 
3. Your favourite actor.................... 
4. Your favourite actress.................. 
5. Your favourite writer................... 
6. Your favourite painter.................. 
7. Your hobby................................ 

                Work according to these forms can be done in groups. 
Students can ask each other and help each other with answers. 

                Forms are to spot various facts of the world. Forms 
and questionnaires can assist teacher not only to gather 
information but use it in oral form, as well. In foreign schools, 
universities, governmental institutions which carry out 
psychological examination for determinations of IQ cannot 
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avoid a multiple choice test. This does not mean checking the 
writing abilities. This means checking the ability to find the 
right answer or logical decision. Answers to such questions 
take less time than written answers. Extent of mater is deeper 
and vaster. 

4. Conclusions 
Communicative system must take account of the following 
features: 

1. Social interaction. 

2. Unexpected moments in forms of perception and 
addressing. 

3. Creativity in forms of perception and addressing. 

4. Reasons for perception and addressing. 

5. Personal and social elements of speech production 
including both emotion and information. 

6. Success in communication. 

                 The communicative characteristics of a language are 
directly connected with the forms, and such language norms 
reflect amount of people for whom such norms are standard 
norms. 

                 Standard norms of English denote such language 
which we hear on TV, in the street, but not the language which 
was used by great writes for example in the XlXth century. The 
first language type can be called strategic language and it is 
the aim of studies. Languages studies must always be defined 
by the strategic communicative aims. Thus, communicative 
methodology is to pay attention to the strategic language, 
active and affective. This does not mean that communicative 
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methodology restricts language to the minimum of necessary 
phrases and does not pay attention to the aesthetic beauty of 
the language, its peculiarities and variety of forms. On the 
contrary, expending the strategic language, a person acquires 
not only the minimal colloquial categories, but picturesque 
elements, as well. The sociolinguistic language aspect is more 
powerful than the academic aspect because those who use 
language for communication improve themselves in language 
forms. 

                  Mutual relations between the teacher and students 
have always been in the spotlight. The communicative system 
revises the role of the teacher in class and the main principles 
of mutual relations between the teacher and students. The 
teacher is to be a counselor, a professional adviser to whom 
students can appeal with questions. 
 
                  Even in the most democratic countries, a school still 
remains, to put it harshly, the microcosm of a totalitarian 
system. In a communicative class, discipline and order is not 
achieved by instructions which are posted in a hall. It is done 
by understanding that studying is an aim worth of pursuit and 
perseverance in itself.  
 
                  Disturbance of discipline most frequently occurs in 
classes where teaching is carried out only by the frontal 
method when the student's personality has no significance in 
the whole mass, and this mass must comply with the criteria of 
the given materials. Students cannot identify themselves in 
this mass and loose any interest in studying. The 
communicative system gives a chance to a student to express 
himself in a group which is composed of students with similar 
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background. In a communicative class there are also 
examinations and tests, including the explanation of material 
by a teacher, calling the parents, or bad mark to students. 
However, everything is based on new pedagogical principles. 
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