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     Aboriginal people are inseparable part of Australia. They 
are one of the oldest cultures in the world, their existence 
going back at least 40,000 years. When looking at Australia we 
cannot consider just the isolated continent and its exceptional 
animal species but also its inhabitants. In Black Words, White 
Page, Shoemaker stresses the importance of Aboriginal people 
although they make up only 2% of the country population: 
“How the nation is perceived internationally depends, in part, 
on its own Fourth World: The Aboriginal people” (1). The 
Aboriginal people are not the only native inhabitants who had 
to face the cruel reality of European invasion and later 
settlement. However, the development of land seizure was 
distinct from other parts of the world: Australian Aborigines 
have much in common with other indigenous peoples who 
suffered under the impact of European colonisation. But there 
are a number of distinctive features  about the Australian 
Aborigines and the formation of the Australian colony that 
need to be recognized, in order for us to understand the 
particular forms of the representational complex which was 
constructed on their behalf. (Hodge and Mishra 24) One of the 
most important features which distinguishes Australian 
Aboriginal people from other Indigenous people is the attempt 
of Europeans to reeducate Aboriginal people by sending them 
to special settlements or to white families and thus stealing 
the children from their families. Although Aboriginal people 
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are the minority of Australian population, they play a very 
important role in Australian culture and history. As it was 
mentioned in the introduction, they are not a homogenous folk 
– the Aboriginal people who do not live in the urban areas still 
remain in isolated rural communities and they share a 
common heritage which may be different from community to 
community. According to Heiss “Aboriginality like sexuality is 
a personal issue,” (21) so it must be treated very carefully. It is 
quite a delicate issue nowadays and it always was. It is a 
matter of subjectivity and everybody has the chance to build 
up their own opinion of Aboriginal people. Marcia Langton 
underlines the subjective approach to Aboriginality: 
‘Aboriginality’ arises from the subjective experience of both 
Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people who engage in 
any intercultural dialogue, whether in actual lived experience 
or through a mediated experience such as a white person 
watching a program about Aboriginal people on television or 
reading a book. Moreover, the creation of ‘Aboriginality’ is not 
a fixed thing. It is created from our histories. It arises from the 
inter subjectivity of black and white in dialogue. (31) 
Aboriginal people are a distinctive group of people who have 
strong traditions and whose culture is rooted in the remote 
past. A lot of books and materials have been devoted to the 
theme of Aboriginality because it seems to be a ‘secret 
chamber’ which remains unrevealed for most people. It is a 
quite complicated concept which cannot be fully understood 
by non-Aboriginal people. However, there is more to this 
concept: “The concept of Aboriginality is certainly a difficult 
thing to grasp for contemporary Australians; indeed, 
sometimes even for Aboriginal people themselves, especially 
those who have been denied access to family, culture and 
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community due to government policies of the past” (Heiss 42). 
The Aboriginal people who were taken from their families 
suffer from a certain kind of estrangement from their culture 
which needs to be restored. The concept of Aboriginality 
started to be used only after white people came to Australia 
and demanded the land which had already been occupied by 
somebody else. Anita Heiss claims that “the actual concept of 
Aboriginality didn’t exist before colonisation” (20). In ‘Well, I 
heard it on the radio and I saw it on the television…’, Marcia 
Langton draws attention to the concept of Aboriginality in 
terms of history: “Before Cook and Phillip, there was no 
‘Aboriginality’ in the sense that is meant today. […] The term 
‘Aboriginal’, and the colonial and post-colonial implications of 
the concept, began to take shape in Australia to some extent in 
1770, but more so in 1788” (32). Since that time Aboriginal 
people have become the limelight not only for specialists but 
also for writers, scientists and other people. In Blacklines – 
Contemporary Critical writing by Indigenous Australians, 
Michael Dodson stresses that “since first contact with the 
colonisers of this country, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples have been the object(s) of a continual flow of 
commentary and classification” (25). Perception of 
Aboriginality depends on deeper understanding of this concept 
and it is important to point out that it has changed a lot. 
Dodson supports this theory when he says: “Representations of 
Aboriginality are not simply isolated phenomena which can be 
eliminated. They are both weapons and symptoms of the 
oppressive relationship that exists between Indigenous peoples 
and colonizing states” (32). This phenomenon cannot be 
treated separately but only in a broader context. Aboriginal 
people share similar principles within their community and 
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their relations are very close. Aboriginality is defined with 
“identity, descent and acceptance” (Heiss 22). Generally 
speaking, it is not enough to be Aboriginal in your own eyes 
but the others from the community must agree on your 
membership in the community. The colour of skin is not the 
only factor determining the ‘extent’ of Aboriginality. 
Moreover, Aboriginality is rather a social concept. Marcia 
Langton discusses the role of Aboriginality: “Where my 
discussion is pointing here is that ‘Aboriginality’ is not just a 
label to do with skin colour or the particular ideas a person 
carries around in his/her head which might be labelled 
Aboriginal such as an Aboriginal language or kinship system. 
‘Aboriginality is a social thing […]” (31). It bears many 
negative connotations which come from the experience of 
white settlers. The judgements of European newcomers were 
quite narrow-minded at that time. They perceived Aboriginal 
people as ‘savages’ living in the bush without knowing the 
principles which were common for white people. Without any 
effort to get to know Aboriginal people, white settlers 
condemned them as inferior human beings. Langton supports 
this notion: “The racism of conviction that blacks are morally 
and/or intellectually inferior defines the ‘common sense’ 
perception of blacks” (41). Portraying of Aboriginal people in 
literature and films is always stereotypical to a certain extent. 
The picture of the Aboriginal person as a wild savage “of 
inferior innate capacity” (Healy 5) is quite common. The 
Aboriginal people are usually shown as members of a cruel 
nation. As Michael Dodson emphasizes in Blacklines: The 
defining characteristics of ‘Indigenous’ were frequently 
described in unambiguously loaded language; Indigenous 
people were generally identified not in terms of their positive 
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attributes, but in terms of what they lacked: they were ‘under-
developed’, ‘primitive’, unable to speak the language of the 
non-Indigenous population, uneducated in the ways of the non-
Indigenous population, ‘backward’. (29) 

The European traditions and cultures differs significantly 
from the Aboriginal ones and that is the main reason why 
Europeans cannot understand that Aboriginal people do not 
need to read in the bush but they need completely different 
skills to be able to survive there.  Aboriginal people had to 
cope with the European colonization. They had no choice, 
nobody had asked them if they wanted to share the land with 
some strangers. They had to adapt to European practices and a 
way of life. White settlers wanted Aboriginal people to be 
institutionally assimilated. They wanted to eliminate 
Aboriginal culture and let it ‘dissolve’ in the European one. 

Anita Heiss draws attention to the origin of assimilation 
practices: “The assimilation policy was developed from the 
racist notion that European society is superior/more highly 
valued socially than Indigenous cultures” (17). This led to one 
of the most dreadful aspects of Australian history which gave 
rise to the so called “Stolen Generation”. White settlers took 
Aboriginal children of usually mixed parentage from their 
Aboriginal families and sent them to be raised in white 
households or the so called missions or native settlements. 
White authorities started to solve the problem “[…] how to 
make a useful worker and member of society, and at the same 
time protect the Aboriginal from contacts which no 
government had been determined or able to control” (Healy 5). 
Aboriginal people seemed to be an obstacle to the life of 
Europeans in Australia.  
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Part-Aboriginal children were considered to be more 
intelligent and also more adaptable than their full-blood 
Aboriginal contemporaries. The aim was to send the part-
Aboriginal children to white families to re-educate them. For 
“half-caste” children it was not easy to find and discover their 
identity because they did not know where they belonged. Anita 
Heiss stresses the fact that “being defined as ‘half-caste’ or 
‘part-Aboriginal’ not only detracted from someone’s 
Aboriginality, forcing even Aboriginal people to question their 
identity, but also supported the policy of assimilation designed 
in 1951[…]” (17). The problem of re-education of part-
Aboriginal children was to be solved by placing these children 
into white households. The solution was brutal and ill-
considered. The tremendous consequences were not taken into 
account. It is a widely known fact that about 100,000 mixed-
descent children were stolen away from their families and 
were disconnected from their culture. The great irony about 
this is that the white settlers wanted to “protect” these 
children. Aboriginal Protection Officers were in charge of 
these cases and they decided about removing “half-caste” 
children from their parents. The separation from everything 
the children of the Stolen Generation had and liked had severe 
impact on them. 

     On the 13th February 2008, Australian Prime Minister 
Kevin Rudd apologized for the past policies towards 
Aboriginal people. His predecessor, the conservative Liberal 
Party leader John Howard, refused to do this. Now, this date is 
very important for Aboriginal people, even though it is just a 
formal apology without any promise of compensation. On the 
other hand, nothing can rectify the violation of the Indigenous 
inhabitants. The words can not heal the ‘wounds’ of the Stolen 
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Generation members. Aboriginal people can not forget the 
injustices as their rights were limited and they were forced to 
abandon their heritage and were forbidden to speak their 
language. They were not given full citizenship in Australia 
until 1967. Nowadays, Australia is said to be one of the so-
called multicultural countries. Such a country should be 
tolerant to the immigrants and Indigenous inhabitants but the 
reality is different. Aboriginal people are still living on the 
margin of Australian society. The images of Aboriginal people 
are all around Australia in many different forms. Dark Side of 
the Dream by Bob Hodge and Vijay Mishra draws attention to 
the fact that Aboriginal people still remain inseparable part of 
Australia despite several attempts to change it: The role of 
Aboriginal Australians in the dominant constructions of 
Australian identity is at first sight contradictory and 
ambiguous. The ‘typical Australian’ is all White and he 
occupies a landscape from which all Aboriginal traces have 
been removed. But the iconography of Australia that is 
packaged for the tourist industry is full of Aboriginal motifs. 
(23) 

 

Modern Australian society cannot be presented as a ‘white 
society’ as Indigenous people are the rightful inhabitants of 
Australia. All these aspects mentioned above will be applied to 
the Aboriginal characters from the three works and they will 
be considered while analyzing the individual protagonists. The 
concept of Aboriginality is projected in all the three novels and 
a lot of attention is paid to it. Aboriginality helps to show the 
different kind of life in Australia which is in contrast to the 
European settlers’ tradition. 
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Aboriginal people must have relied on their memory. They 
trained it through telling stories – the more they talked and 
listened, the better their memory was. Storytelling is thus an 
instrument for education, keeping traditions, transferring 
information and last but not least entertainment. It is almost 
unimaginable for people who have not experienced the oral 
tradition thatstory telling could work for such a long time. It is 
admirable that Aboriginal people were able to absorb so much 
information and pass it further on. When we move to 
contemporary times, oral tradition still remains an inseparable 
part of Aboriginal life. However, as well as all the other 
nations in the world, Aboriginal people discovered the 
advantages of writing. Suddenly, it was possible to express 
their ideas in a different way and share them not only with 
people from their surroundings but also with people from all 
over the world: “Over the last few decades, Aboriginal people 
have found a new ‘voice’ for keeping their stories alive and 
that is through literature: printed storytelling” (van den Berg, 
“Aboriginal Storytelling”). As soon as Aboriginal people could 
express themselves in writing, they took advantage of this 
possibility. Kim Scott draws attention to the main reason for 
the beginning of Aboriginal writing: “The long neglect–the 
silencing–of Australia’s Indigenous voices must be noted” 
(Foreword i). Aboriginal people were aware of the fact that 
they could inform people all around the world about the 
history of their nation through writing. 

 Although Aboriginal writing forms a great part of Australian 
literature, it has always been marginalized. Kim Scott supports 
this view in the Foreword to Anita Heiss’ book: Increasingly, 
enlightened Australians recognise how important Indigenous 
culture is to the connection of Australia (as a nation) to its 
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land. Indigenous writing is an important, although 
undervalued, part of making that connection. Yes, it is a by-
product of colonisation, but it can also be part of the 
continuation and regeneration of a prior Indigenous culture. 
(i) Australians had to accept Aboriginal writing as a part of 
Australian literature because Aboriginal people are the 
inhabitants of this land and thus they have the right to express 
their opinions by means of writing. In spite of this formal 
acceptance white Australians went on considering Aboriginal 
writing as something inferior: “Until recently, Aboriginal 
literature was treated as not even ‘literature’, much less part 
of Australian literature, and Aborigines appeared only on the 
margins of works in the mainstream of White literature” 
(Hodge and Mishra 27). However, Aboriginal writing is not 
inferior at all. 

     As far as the themes of Aboriginal writing are concerned, 
they are manifold. It is important to point out that despite of 
this diversity, the purpose of Aboriginal writing is always very 
similar. The cultural heritage of Indigenous people is reflected 
in their writing and the Aboriginal experience is evident in the 
works of Aboriginal writers. Scott asserts further on that “it 
would appear that there is a consistent experience particular 
to Indigenous authors that reflects the fact of their being 
Indigenous regardless of the literary genre they are working 
in” (Foreword vii). It was not an easy task to introduce the 
Aboriginal writing to the public. The first writers must have 
tried hard to attract the attention of readership. 

     If we concentrate on individual topics of Aboriginal writing, 
dealing with history of European colonization and its 
consequences would probably prevail: “Regardless of genre, 
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‘rewriting history’ can be an appropriate phrase for much of 
the work currently being penned by Aboriginal writers in 
recent years” (Heiss 36). In my view ‘rewriting history’ means 
combining the historical facts with personal experience of 
Aboriginal people. Describing historical events is crucial for 
most Aboriginal writers. They want to show their views of 
various historical issues and express their feelings concerning 
these events. They are inspired by the oral tradition and their 
own knowledge of Aboriginal history. These writers want the 
readership to perceive the history of Aboriginal people, not the 
biased picture of it created by some non-Indigenous writers. 
History seems to be omnipresent in most works dealing with 
Aboriginal people in Australia. Adam Shoemaker supports this 
fact when he says: “[…] Aboriginal history is presented in 
almost all Black Australian literature, regardless of the genre 
of expression” (128). The three analyzed works are just a 
sample of the books dealing with or at least referring to 
Aboriginal history. Of course, there are various ways and 
modes how to portray Aboriginal history. 

     Another popular topic of Aboriginal writing is searching for 
identity. As Aboriginal people form quite a distinctive group of 
people in Australia, it is difficult for them to identify 
themselves as the members of mainstream, predominantly 
white, society. Indigenous inhabitants differ so much from the 
rest of the Australian population that they have to resist 
assimilating pressure from their surrounding, as they try to 
retain their identity at all costs. The Aboriginal identity is 
often being discovered within the work. Adam Shoemaker 
discusses the role of identity in Aboriginal writing: “The self-
reflective examination of Aboriginality is a major, but not the 
only, theme in black creative writing in English” (10). The 
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topic of searching for identity is evident for example in True 
Country by Kim Scott. 

     Widespread prejudices surround Aboriginal writing. Most 
people think that only Aboriginal people are able to show the 
“real” picture of Aboriginality in their works and people who 
do not belong to this community should avoid judging 
Aboriginal people: “There are strong and original arguments 
coming from people who believe that white writers should not 
write about Aboriginal issues, especially sacred matters” 
(Heiss 10). However, even Aboriginal people are not able to 
judge themselves objectively. Langton supports this idea when 
she writes: There is a naïve belief that Aboriginal people will 
make ‘better’ representations of us, simply because being 
Aboriginal gives ‘greater’ understanding. This belief is based 
on an ancient and universal feature of racism: the assumption 
of the undifferentiated Other. More specifically, the 
assumption is that all Aborigines are alike and equally 
understand each other, without regard to cultural variation, 
history, gender, sexual preference and so on. (27) 

     As far as the function of Aboriginal writing is concerned, it 
is quite obvious: to inform, educate, entertain and make 
readers think about people who want to be heard. Scott 
summarizes the functions of Aboriginal writing: “Writing for 
entertainment and education has increasingly become an 
important aspect of reviving and maintaining Indigenous 
history and culture, and a logical and necessary move in the 
development of Indigenous expression” (Foreword vi). The 
topics of Aboriginal writing are often very serious and they 
make possible to learn more about Aboriginal life in Australia. 
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     The insight into Aboriginal culture through writing makes 
it easier to understand the seemingly distant community of 
people: “Aboriginal literature has revealed more personalized 
accounts of Indigenous Australian life, instead of readers 
gaining their perspectives from historians, anthropologists 
and others from academia” (van den Berg, “Aboriginal 
Storytelling”). Personal experience of Aboriginal people and 
the accounts of their life stories bring forward the historical 
events by means of lively and emotive storytelling, in contrast 
to the blunt facts described in historical books.   
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