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Abstract 
 

 Values are non-cognitive characteristics of one’s life personality. The 
consciousness of good and evil, right and wrong is known as moral values. It is essential that 
moral values should be inculcated in us. In most of the cases it is found that youths especially 
student are involved in cases of bribery, dacoity, rape, extortion, murder, kidnapping etc. It can 
be said that values are missing from the young generation day by day. In spite of tremendous 
scientific development in 21st century, people are still under grip of immorality. The present 
erosion of values has been a serious subject for discussion involving the students specially the 
students of higher education. The paper is an attempt to highlight the relevance of moral values 
in higher education. The study is analytical and based on secondary data.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 Values means the ideals man live for. Values are part and parcel of the philosophy 
of nation and that of its education system. They are the guiding principles of life which are 
conducive to all round development of an individual. From historical point of view, value 
means a thing which is good. A widely accepted concept of value in ancient philosophy is as 
Truth, Goodness and Beauty, better known as Satyam, Shivam, Sundaram. According to the 
Jain Philosophy, value is celibacy, asceticism and control of senses. In Buddhist Philosophy 
liberation and service of sentient being of the world is value. It is a dynamic process of life. 
Anything good, ideal or desirable to society is said to be valuable. Anything if it is to be 
acceptable as valuable must have its sense of truth, beauty and goodness. The paper is an 
attempt to study the relevance of moral values in higher education. Moral values mean the 
consciousness of good and evil, right and wrong. The concept of good and bad differ from man 
to man. But the highest good is the one which is considered to be good from the moral point of 
view. 
 
Objectives 
1. To highlight the need and importance of moral values in higher education. 
2. To study different methods of imparting moral values in higher education. 
3. To highlight the role of teachers in moral development of the student. 

 
Methodology 
 The study is analytical and based on secondary data. Data are collected from 
different books, newspapers, journals, articles. 
 
Significance of the Study 
 A crying need of our present-day education undoubtedly is that of moral values in 
education. Values are missing day by day. The degradation of values has emerged the young 
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generation. The young generation seems to be not concerned about the age – old values in 
society. In most cases it is found that students are involved in cases of bribery, dacoity, rape, 
extortion, murder etc. Our young generation is faced with the serious problem of determining 
their right sense of value in their personal and social life. Extreme materialistic and mechanistic 
way of life, moral degradation in society and cognitive nature of education have made them 
totally incapable and unaffecting for the right sense of values. There is a problem of crisis of 
conscience from which our young generation has been suffering. The present erosion of values 
has been the subject of discussion involving the students of school, college and university. The 
value crisis has badly affected the society. Technology based education through electronics 
media had further eroded the situation, so far as human values are concerned.  
 
Results and Discussion 
1. Need and importance of moral values in higher education. 

Higher education refers to education in post higher secondary institutions, i.e. colleges and 
universities. It is the stage for matured and capable persons of higher mental level. Higher 
education plays a major role in creating leaders of different pursuits. It is meant for the 
particular age group of people who represent the youth section. The future development of 
society and as well as nation depend on the people who attain higher education. Society needs 
and provides for higher education because society expects from those who attain higher 
education to improve all round aspect of human life. But in present time only mental 
development takes place in education, while the physical, spiritual moral qualities are 
neglected. Consequently corruption, indiscipline, violence, selfishness etc are being increased 
day by day. On the other hand, truth, goodness, love, honesty, patience, sympathy and ahimsa 
are being decreased in the society. Today almost everyone in our society has forgotten the 
values of brotherhood, unity, welfare, consideration of others. The aim of life is only to collect 
money by any means whatever it may be. This is due to lack of value education in our society. 
The weakening as well as degradation of value-based education in present generation has been 
creating a series of problems in our society. People are still under grip of immorality in sprit of 
tremendous scientific development in 21st century. People are more materialistic and narrow-
minded. 
 We have to empower our people with knowledge which higher education can deliver. 
It is seen that higher education prepare human beings in to human resources, and value 
education leads to personality development of people in terms of behavioural patterns which 
ultimately gets reflected in the development of the nation. 
 
2. Different methods imparting value education   
 So far as methodology of giving value education is concerned, it should adopt both the 
direct and indirect method of teaching. The direct method refers to include the subjects in the 
curriculum in the form of moral, spiritual, aesthetic and social education. It includes regular 
classroom instruction and discussion. Systematic attempts should be made by the teacher to 
teach values as a subject.  
  The indirect method implies morality through doing good acts and learning moral 
values through participation in social service activities. Provision may be made for organizing 
seminar, discussion, art exhibition, and training in music and dancing, co-curricular activities 
and programmes may act as effective means. Training in right sense of value may form an 
essential part of day to day life activities. 
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3. Role of teachers in moral development of the students 
 Teachers can play an important role in the moral development of the student. He is 
the most important agent in the school. It has been stressed again and again that nothing can be 
more effective and helpful in moulding the child’s moral behavior than the teachers’ own moral 
behavior. Through the organization of various curricular and co-curricular activities teachers 
can foster among children various moral qualities. In the teaching of different subjects like 
languages and social studies etc., teachers can stress moral qualities. 
 The teachers should establish and maintain clear standards of behavior and 
encourage his pupils to behave towards himself, towards one another and towards the whole 
community in an orderly and considerate way. Every school and college demand a certain 
standard of behavior from its pupils. The teachers should develop a rational acceptance of these 
standards in his pupils and also the ability to discriminate right from the wrong. Maharshi 
Aurobindo’s massage should be kept in mind by every teacher. He said “the attempt to make 
boys moral…… by the teaching of moral…… textbooks are a vanity and delusion, precisely 
because the heart is not the mind and to instruct the mind does not necessarily improve the 
heart.” 
 
Major Findings 
 
1. On our general education imparted in colleges primarily aims at cognitive development of 

the learner. Affective or feeling aspect of experience seems to be of secondary consideration. 
2. The worst affected of all the people are the youths. They are confused about their value 

system. They find their elders asking them to develop values, but themselves not practicing 
them.  

3. This hypocrisy on the part of the elders leads to value conflict in the minds of the young. 
4. Materialism has engulfed people to such an extent that almost everyone wants to become 

rich and powerful. 
5. It is seen that conflict, misery, corruption, falsehood, violence, hypocrisy and degradation 

of mind, morals and relationship has taken the place of adjustment, tolerance, generosity, 
truthfulness, sincerity, co-operation, upliftment of mind, morals and relation. 

6. Co-curricular activities and programmes are found effective means for imparting value 
education. 

7. The teachers play an important role in developing moral consciousness among the students.  
 
Suggestion and Conclusion 
 The urgent need of the hour is to inculcate in the social and moral values in the 
students. Therefore, value-based education should be introduced. It will help us to a great extent 
to be conscious of the social and moral values, which are considered to be essential parts of 
human life to live in a peaceful society. Value education must essentially include giving moral 
education to the students. Moral sentiment should be formed through study of the moral 
lessons. It may help in the formation of the right sense of value in mind. To impart value 
education among the students in higher education following measures should be taken 
 
1. Silent meditation by students should be encouraged under the supervision of a senior and 

experienced teacher. General principles of different religions should be included in general 
education in the degree level. 

2. Study of comparative religion and history of religion should be a part of the course in post 
graduate level. 
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3. Social services through which students will realize moral and spiritual values should be 
organized from time to time. Dedicated services to the community people may develop the 
sense of selflessness and social involvement in the students. 

4. Training in literature like poetry, novel and short short story and other creative work of 
literature may go a long way in training the mind and soul. It will help to emerge the 
humanitarian senses in mind. 

5. The students must be given to inculcate the sense of democratic values and ideals of 
freedom, equality and justice in their thought, feeling and activity. 

  
Apart from these, the actual process of training consists of the students discharging all their 
duties in such a way that it will automatically build up the required ideals and qualities of 
character. So, value education should cover all possible sources, means and methods in training 
and development of man’s feeling aspect of experiences in order that they may be made more 
humane and endearing.  
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