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The new Indian English novel is the product of the new 
Indian reality mediated by the new perception of reality and 
also by the new attitude towards the means of perceptions.  
The reality that Indian English novel aims at representing in 
fictional terms keeps changing.  The 20th century Indo-Anglian 
fiction exhibits confidence in tackling new themes and 
experiments with new techniques and approaches to handle 
those themes.  The novelists come to their task without any 
pre-conceived notions of what constitutes literary context.  
This encourages them to focus on a vast and comprehensive 
canvas and to invest their themes with epic dimensions.  The 
Indian fiction of eighties is remarkable for the works of 
Rushdie and his followers.  It offers literary experience of 
undeniable power and relevance; and inspired handling of its 
linguistic medium is another major source of its strength and 
charm. 

 The 1990’s may aptly be described as the decade of the 
fiction.  Certainly there are more novelists publishing now 
than ever before.  They are treated as the new generation 
wriers of Indian English literature like Amitav Ghosh, 
Upamanyu Chatterjee, Vikram Seth, Shashi Tharoor, Rohinton 
Mistry, Firdaus Kanga, Farooq Dhondy, Anurag Mathur, 
Vikram Chandra, Kiran Desai, Arundhati Roy, Rani Dharkar, 
Manju Sharma and others.  They are concerned with the 
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recent and not the distant events -- fictive and factual – from 
the Indian past. They magnify the hiatus between the real 
world that they live in and the ideal world of their creative use 
of language in ironic, satirical, parodical and fantastic mode. 

  One among the writers of Indian English literature who 
presented the real and experienced themes in their works is 
Vikram Chandra, who belongs to this well established 
illustrious peer group.  Since 1995, Chandra has enjoyed 
critical acclaim to a striking degree for a relatively new 
author.  He is one of the most impressive novelists who take 
the natural world as their concern.  He invariably works 
towards significant complication of an apparently simple 
evocation of urban life.  There is something at once earthy and 
intellectual about Chandra.  He is a master at taking a 
situation to its conclusion and then slightly beyond the realms 
of the ridiculous, much to the reader’s amusement. The first 
chapter mainly concentrates on the evolution of Indian 
English Fiction from the trio R K Narayan, Raja Rao, Mulk Raj 
Anand to recent writers like Kiran Desai and Manju Sharma 
including Salman Rushdie, Arundathi Roy etc... discussing the 
place of Vikram Chandhra in 20th century literature.  

 The complexity of the narrative art of Chandra compels 
an in-depth study.  The second chapter is devoted to an 
appreciation of Chandra’s first book, the highly impressive 
and ambitious, Red Earth and Pouring Rain (1995), a novel 
which may be called an amalgam of historical epic and magical 
realism.  The title is taken from a 4th century Tamil poem.  The 
novel is a rollercoaster ride through drama, comedy and magic 
which includes both the past and the present.  The plot of the 
novel spans across space and time from early colonial India to 
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modern America.  The main protagonist is Sanjay, a war-poet 
reincarnated as a monkey, and another protagonist, Abhay, is 
a young student from America.  Sanjay recounts his own view 
of history from around 1750 to 1900, during the fall of the 
Moghul Empire to the establishment of the British as 
colonizers.  The reader comes across fascinating Indian and 
colonial figures such as Benoit de Boigne, Begum Sumroo and 
James Skinner.  The end product of the novel is almost an epic 
in scope where the gods, Yama, Hanuman and Ganesha, play 
pivotal roles and the influence of the British Raj materialises 
even in modern day America.  Abhay’s youthful experiences 
are directly in contrast to Sanjay’s own youth.  The mood 
encompasses romance, war, magic, destruction, love and 
betrayal with varying degrees of indulgence and the 
characters themselves are very warm, vibrant and accessible. 

 The third chapter contains thematic analysis of 
Chandra’s second book, Love and Longing in Bombay (1997) 
which is a collection of five interlinked short stories.  The 
novel is structured as a sequence of stories narrated in a city 
bar “the Fisherman’s Rest” to an audience of regulars by a 
retired civil servant, Subramaniam.  The titles of the stories 
link them as well, to Hindu philosophical concepts.  ‘Dharma’ 
is about a retired Major General’s responsibility to his family’s 
house in Khar.  ‘Shakti” is the story of a social climber’s 
infiltration of Malabar Society.  ‘Kama’ explores the limits and 
mysterious power of sexual passion.  ‘Artha’ is about the loss of 
lovers, friends and peace.  ‘Shanti’ is the story of love and 
peace brought to a lonely whistle stop by a woman searching 
for her husband who went missing while working for Indian 
Airlines. 
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 The fourth chapter is devoted to analysing in depth the 
diverse narrative devices used by Chandra like intertextuality, 
multiple narratives, magic realism, fantasy, myth and so on.  
There are some resemblances and intertextual relations 
between Chadnra’s work and work of other writers.  Chandra’s 
narrative resembles Michael Ondaatje’s The English Patient in 
what may be considered a similar intertextual strategy.  There 
are explicit allusions to some of the writers like Melville and 
Kipling.  Red Earth and Pouring Rain (1995) also contains 
fascinating traces of a writer who has been considered as the 
modern high priest of intertextuality, namely Jorge Luis 
Borges.  There are equally significant references to Edgar 
Allan Poe’s masterpiece of the enigmatic short tale, “The 
Thousand and Second tale of Scheherazade.” 

 The last chapter tries to bring together the discussion of 
the diverse threads of Chandra’s narrative.  It makes an 
assessment of the complexity, diversity and brilliance of his 
fictional craft.  Chandra’s prose is artistically crafted and 
employs many literary techniques such as magical realism and 
metafiction.  The literary symbols he uses are profound and 
come lacking the added baggage of cliché.  The final cohesion 
of all the stories is remarkable.  Although it is not unexpected, 
the masterful way in which he crafts the climax is brutal and 
fantastical to the senses and leaves them confused but at the 
same time exhilarated.  In Love and Longing in Bombay, 
Chandra’s playfulness with narrative form never distances his 
characters or undermines the believability of his stories.  His 
characters are fully developed and they are true to the present 
cosmopolitan high society of Bombay. 
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