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1.0 Introduction 

Human beings are learning creatures by their very 
nature.  Education should be viewed as a process of man’s 
growth that begins at birth grows in school as well as college 
years and continues throughout life.  Concerning the concept 
of education it is rightly said, “The Education of a human 
being should begin before birth and continue throughout the 
life”.  Indeed if it is aspired for maximum result of education, 
it begins even before birth.  In this case, it is the mother 
herself, who proceeds with this education by means of a 
twofold action first upon herself for her own improvement and 
secondly upon the child, whom she is forming physically.  Thus 
education is a lifelong process which starts before birth and 
ends after death.  Any modification brought about in the 
behaviour of an individual as a result of this interaction with 
the environment constitutes learning.  Formally education was 
merely the intentional forcing of the child’s nature into 
arbitrary grooves of training and knowledge in which the 
individual’s subjectivity was the last thing to be considered.  
But at present it is realized that child is the pivotal element of 
the total process of education and every child is the unique 
being in this universe.  The very purpose of the education 
system is to help the growing soul to blossom to the maximum 
possible extent.  The entire education scenario has been 
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tremendously changing on this new idea of free development, 
new methods and techniques have been brought into the field 
of education by realizing the concept of child’s development.  
So it is necessary to provide right education for the progress of 
the child into a civilized human being.  A long way was passed 
in this field from the orthodox barbarous hammering of the 
child into more liberal ideas of modern times bringing to the 
school in an atmosphere of freedom, joyful and playful 
environment. 

1.1 Education during Vedic Period 

In order to understand the modern system of education 
in India, it is needed to turn over the pages of Indian history 
and have glimpses of the essential features of Indian education 
in ancient India.  A historical background of Indian education 
enables to understand the real nature of the problems of 
education in a present context.  Though the present system of 
education has something of the past, yet past cannot be kept 
aside as rubbish.  It remains as an essential component of the 
present.  It is true that it is in process of modernizing the 
educational system in view of the present day educational 
needs of the children and in comparison with other countries. 

The aim of education was to prepare the child for future 
life.  As the aim of life was self realization, education was 
designed to help the child to fulfil this important aim of 
human life.  It was sought as the means of salvation or self-
realization, as the means of the highest end of the life i.e., 
“Mukti” or “Emancipation”.  Thus the chief aim of Indian 
education in those times was to enrich the spiritual and moral 
powers of the individual.  Thus the system of education was 
dominated by religious values and ethical consideration. 
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There was no institutionalized training for teachers.  In 
spite of this, the greatest virtue of the Brahmanic system of 
education was the quality of teachers.  Teachers were usually 
known as ‘Rishis or Gurus or Upadhyaya or Acharya’.  There 
were women teachers also.  But they were mostly people of 
matured understanding, high moral and spiritual attainments.  
There were missionaries and had no hankering after worldly 
comforts.  They lead a pious life.  They set noble examples for 
the students in all respects.  In addition to all these qualities, 
they were of esteemed knowledge and had mastery and 
through command over their subjects.  Thus the very concept 
of the teacher was of high standard and quality. 

1.2 Education during Muslim Period 

Before entering the details of the Islamic pattern of 
education in India, two facts are to be mentioned.  First, 
Muslim education did not reach to the heights in India as in 
some other Muslim lands.  It is least partly accounted for by 
India being separated remotely from the rest of the Muslim 
world.  Secondly, there was no continuity in India due to the 
fact that in most of the cases commendable work done by 
previous rulers had been undone by their successors because 
of their indifference, negligence and lack of interest.  Mosques 
were established and as in other Muslim countries, these 
mosques became the centers of instruction and literary 
activity.  Muslim educational institutions are distinguished as 
‘Maktabs’ and Madarsas.  The Muslim education in India was 
primarily confined to that minority of the population, which 
embraced the religion of Islam.  Some Muslim rulers 
patronized translation of Sanskrit books into Persian and 
Arabic, but their number was too small in comparison with 
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those, who neglected the Brahmanical education or did 
enormous harm to it by destroying temples and closing down 
schools.  Moreover, except Akbar, all Muslim rulers showed 
tremendous interest in imparting Muslim education to the 
Hindus.  The result was, this education unconnected with the 
majority community, could not find roots in India to develop as 
a national system of education.  Truly speaking, it existed as 
foreign element in the Jaffai’s Claim, that the Muslim 
education helped the breakdown of caste barriers as Muslim 
schools were opened to all and promoted communal harmony 
in India. 

 

1.3 Education during British Period 

On the advent of British in our country, there was a 
network of Pathsasalas and maktabs all over India.  There was 
very few educational institutions, and only the children of well 
to do families got the benefit of education.  Attempts were 
made by the Christian Missionaries to improve the educational 
status of masses in India.  In the beginning of the 19th century, 
the indigenous system suffered a set back due to lack of 
finances.  In 1813 one lakh rupees were earmarked for 
education and promotion of knowledge of science.  The British 
Parliament directed the East India Company to take up the 
responsibility of providing education to all the people.  The 
indigenous system suffered because of Macaulay’s minute as 
government patronized English schools only.  For the first 
time in India, Primary schools on the English Pattern were 
opened all over India to spread English and Christianity in the 
name of Education. 
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1.3.1 Various Committees and Commissions on Elementary 
Education during British Period. 

For Elementary Education and its development, the 
Government of India appointed different Committees and 
Commissions viz; 

 Macaulay’s Minute (1835) 

 Wood’s Dispatch (1854) 

 First Indian Education Commission or Hunter 
Commission (1882) 

 Gokhale Resolution (1913) 

 Hartog Committee Report on Education (1929) 

 Wood’s Report on Education (1937) 

 Sargent Report on Education (1944) 

Macaulay’s Minute 1835: The views of Thomas Babington 
Macaulay are known as Macaulay’s minute.  The minute was 
submitted on 2 February, 1835.  Macaulay, who strongly 
believed that India has nothing to teach its own subjects and 
the best education for them, should happen in English.  He 
introduced English education in India through his famous 
minute of February 1835.  It was considered that the British 
system of education was better than the then Indian medical 
system was unsuitable even for beasts and animals.  In all 
probability he was totally ignorant of the Vedas, the puranas, 
the Upanishads and Sanskrit literature which were wonderful 
storehouses of knowledge and wisdom and which had been 
highly eulogized by the great scholars of Europe and other 
countries.  But he failed to realize that the Indians were 
imbibed with intense love and admiration for their culture, 
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language and religion which is well reflected in the statement 
that he who has no love for his country and language goes 
about like a hog in human form.  He further failed to realize 
that the India of those days needed English but along-side with 
this the study of Indian languages was also very necessary. 

 In this aspects as far as his Education advancement was 
concerned from 1935 on words, in accordance with Lord 
Macaulay reforms we notice the Catholics and protestant 
Christian missionaries coming to Indian from Britan.  America 
and Germany and they have put enormous work with 
concerted Educational plans and they have obtained a great 
success in Andhra region and opened the educational 
institutions first and fore mostly in villages and town in the 
Andhra region. 

1.4 Wood’s Despatch (1854) 

Sir Charles wood was the President of the Board of 
control to Government of India.  He submitted a report on the 
reformulation of education policy in India in 1854.  It was the 
first clear cut policy for the spread of primary education.  
Company charter came up for revision in 1853.  Up to this time 
the company’s policies regarding education had neither a 
definite direction nor a clear cut planning.  There was hardly 
any system of Government for funding or administration of 
education.  The revised charter led to definite acceptance of 
the education of Indians as the responsibility of the 
Government and consequently to the education of Indian as 
the responsibility of the Government and consequently to the 
issuance of an education Despatch by Charles Wood.  It was 
issued by the board of directors considered to be a document 
of great historical significance.  It provided the basis to 
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establish a very comprehensive scheme of British Education in 
India.  One of the most proposals of the Despatch was the 
English language would be taught where ever it was demanded 
and a vernacular language would be used as medium of 
instruction for the great masses of people. 

1.5 First Indian Education Commission (1882) 

In the year 1852, the First Indian Education Commission 
with Mr. William Hunter, a member of the viceroy’s Executive 
Council as the chairman of the commission was appointed by 
Lord Rippon to look into the condition of Primary or 
Elementary education in India.  It was emphasized on primary 
and female education, recommended for separate vocational 
schools other than the literary ones and suggested that 
education should get the support of social organization and 
private individuals.  According to this Commission Primary 
education should aim not only at Primary the students to enter 
into higher education, but it should aim at spreading public 
education. 

1.6 Gokhale Resolution (1913) 

Between 1910 and 1913 Gopalakrishna Gokhale made 
remarkable efforts to make Government to accept the 
principle of compulsory primary education.  On 19th March 
1913, he moved a resolution in the imperial legislative council 
that this council recommends that beginning should be made 
in the direction of making Elementary education free and 
compulsory throughout the country and that a mixed 
commission of officials and non-officials should be appointed 
at an early date to frame definite proposals.  The objective of 
this bill was to provide for the gradual introduction of the 
compulsory education into the Elementary education system of 
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the country.  This bill was of purely permissive in nature and 
its provisions would apply to areas notified by municipalities 
or district boards which would have to bear such proportion of 
the increased expenditure which was associated as may be laid 
down by the government of India from time to time.  Finally, 
the provisions were intended to apply in the first instance only 
the boys, though later on a local body might extend them to 
girls, and age limits proposed were only in between five and 
ten years.  Elementary education should be made free and 
compulsory to the age group of 6 to 10 years.  The expenditure 
of primary education should be shared by the provincial 
Government and local bodies.  A secretary should be appointed 
to organize, supervise and look after the primary education.  
There should be a separate department in the Central 
Government to draw up a scheme for the expansion of primary 
education. 

1.7 Wood’s Report on Education (1937) 

Elementary Education should be properly, thoroughly 
and scientifically organized.  It should be put in the hands of 
the trained women teachers to pay a good deal of attention to  
the education of girls and women should be based more upon 
the natural interest and activities of young children. 

1.8 Sargent Report on Education (1944) 

John Sargent, the educational advisor to the 
Government of India, was deputed to draw up memorandum 
before Central Advisory Board on Education (CABE) for the 
improvement of Education in India.  Free and Compulsory 
Primary Education should be provided to the children of the 
age group at 6-14 years.  Educational should be based on some 
fundamental craft.  Basic schools have been divided into two a) 



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 

ISSN : 2277-7881 
VOLUME 2, ISSUE 2(1), FEBRUARY 2013  

 

  

www.ijmer.in                                                                                         30 
 

Junior Basic schools from 6-11 years age.  b) Senior Basic 
schools from 11-14 years age. 

1.8.1 Various Commissions, Committees and Schemes on 
Elementary Education after Independence 

1.9. Mudaliar Commission (1953) 

In 1952, the secondary Education commission was 
appointed by the Government of India under the Government 
of India under the chairmanship of Dr.A. Lakshmana Swamy 
Mudaliar, with the reference to enquire and report on the 
present of secondary education in India in all its aspects.  In 
its Report the Commission dealt at length, with the problems 
of administration and made important recommendations with 
respect  to the: 

1. Organization  and Administration 

2. Supervision and Inspection of Schools. 

3. Management and conditions of Recognition 

4. Hours of work and Vacation and  

5. Recruitment to public services. 

This can be stated as the first attempt to reform 
educational administration at the secondary education stage.  
On all-India basis it could not be attained even today. 

1.6.2 Indian Education Commission (1964-66) 

The Education Commission 1964-66, popularly known as 
Kothari Commission under the name of its chairman Prof. 
D.S.Kothari, was appointed by a Government Resolution in 
July 1964 to advise the Government of India on the national 
pattern of education and on the general principles and policies 
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for development of education at all stages.  In all aspects the 
commission began its work on October 2,1964, and submitted 
its report on June 26, 1966. Shri J.P. Naik was the member, 
secretary of the commission.  The publication of the report is 
an epoch-making event in the History of Education in India.  
The report  is entitled “Education and National Development”.  
The commission identified three important facets of the big 
programme that would bring about the desired “Educational 
Revolution.” 

1.11 Review of Literature 

Jarman (1963) in his book “Landmarks in the History of 
Education” recorded how English education is historically 
part of a process which originated with the Greeks, and has 
always reflected the cultural and social character of successive 
phases of European history.  This book gave some 
understanding of what has been important in the past and 
gives depth to critical and constructive ideas about schooling 
today and tomorrow. 

Both Goel (1968) and Upreti (1972)2 examined the 
educational development in British India.  Both the studies 
have taken into account the contemporary developments in 
the context of which education operated and concluded that 
the evolution of a new educational policy by  the British was 
the outcome of political and administrative necessity. 

Saini (1980) seeks to survey and interpret the development 
of education in India during the turbulent period of Indian 
History from 1921 to 1947 as a result of interaction of Socio-
Economic and Political determinants.  The researcher 
concluded that the linkage between education and economy on 
the one hand and between education and social structure on 
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the other are extremely important in understanding and 
shaping education. 

Aggarwal (1998) and Anuradha De et.al.23 (2002) shifted 
from the direct analysis of history of education in report 
books.  Both of them had concentrated on the involvement of a 
particular agency in the spread of education while Aggarwal 
focused on the role of education boards in school education.  
Anuradha De et.al. has thrust upon the involvement of private 
sector in school education.  Both of them concluded that these 
agencies played an important role in school education. 

Whitehead (2005) recorded that the British imperial 
education policy was highly contended during the colonial era 
and remained contentious issue amongst many contemporary 
historians and a critical review of the historiography of the 
subject was long overdue. The author argued that more 
plodding in archives was urgently needed at the present time 
to substantiate, refine or refute the claims of India’s 
educational historians. 

This review has opened the door to sources of significant 
problems and to provide helpful orientation for definition of 
the problem, background for selection of procedure and 
comparative data for interpretation of results. 

Though many researchers had attempted to trace the 
contributions of Christian Missionaries towards education, 
their area of coverage can mostly be limited to the State of 
Andhra Pradesh, India.  Some research studies touched the 
role of Church in the field of education but that type of studies 
can be seen at the Seminary level.  The present study is to 
avoid such confined area of study and to analyze the role of 
Lutheran Church in the field of education at all levels. As the 
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area of study included the whole of  Andhra Pradesh in 
general Tenali of Guntur district in particular. 

1.12 Objectives 

 To analyze critically the growth of education among 
British rule and after independence in India in general 
and Andhra Pradesh in particular. 

 To understand the role of Christian educational 
institutions of provide the education for poor children. 

 The study with give a special focus on the progress made 
in the Tenali Revenue division of the Guntur District. 

 To understand the educational progress among the 
Daliths, S.T.’s, B.C’s., Muslim Minority people and other 
upper caste people who were enrolled in the Elementary 
Schools, High Schools, Jr.Colleges and in the Degree 
Colleges in the 20th century.  

 The period AD 1930 to 1980 AD in selected for the study. 

1.13 Need for the Study 

Education is one of the largest and oldest systems of 
higher education anywhere in the world. Education provides 
motivation and guidance to children and youngsters.  It builds 
character which is beneficial for growth of both the individual 
and the society.  A person gets ability to decision-making in 
life and helps them to build healthy relationships in society. 
The prosperity of a country depends on its men of 
enlightenment and character.  At present, education is merely 
job oriented.  It may secure job but it cannot guide to lead life.  
Education must teach a person what life is and what its goal is.  
It must purify the heart and clarify the vision.  It must 
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promote virtues to raise the moral, spiritual and social 
standards of the educated.  The problem and failure of 
managements is all because of prejudices, biases, subjectivity- 
all these should be taken care by being appreciative of the 
prepositions of spirituality as taught by great philosophers.  
This is needed to stress on Indian culture and spirituality in 
management courses.  In uncertain situations where one does 
not know where the economy is headed, whether one would 
have a job or not tomorrow, one needs internal cohesion, 
external resilience and ability to operate beyond personal 
interests.  All these can be derived from lessons in spirituality.  
When there is uncertainty and a lot negativity around, then 
education channelizes energy into positive direction.  It gives 
individuals a great sense of purpose and inculcates a sense of 
discipline.  People who become great statesmen, sportsperson 
or successful business entrepreneurs have certain things in 
common. They all have firm faith in their culture and are all 
vigilant about their surroundings.  They all know how best to 
use their energies.  They all believe in hard-work and in doing 
things which are good for the society. Creation of such ‘values’ 
in youth is the end product of education.  Just before the start 
of 21st century, several important changes had occurred in the 
human life all over the world which redefined human ways of 
life and brought corresponding changes in social values.  
Exponential developments in tele-communication and 
information technology have reduced the world into a global 
village.  Thus highlight wide disparities among people in 
different areas. This phenomenon of globalization has given 
rise to issues of justice, equality, materialistic. Every 
individual today is concerned about collecting lots of money 
and materialistic comforts.  The word to-day is over-exploiting 
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all natural resources without bothering about the own future 
generations.  Deforestation, water and air pollution, excessive 
use of natural fuels and other resources is result of this human 
greed.  This has given rise to another social responsibility of 
‘environment protection.  Thus scope of value education today 
has widened to cover both the spiritual and the social values.  
These values are not cosmetic requirements of present human 
race but education is essential for peaceful living and 
sustainable growth in the world. 

Conclusion: 

Thus the researcher concludes that the Christian 
missionaries occupy the most important place in spreading 
education among the public catholic and protestant 
missionaries, hailing from Britain, America and Germany 
worked with great success in Andhra region.  He notices that, a 
strong determination for the progress of education specifically 
in rural areas, many kind hearted and philanthropists have 
deeply thought of and recognized the importance, validity and 
advantage of the good education for the younger generations 
and accordingly they have came forward with broader 
perspective on humanitarian grounds.  They themselves have 
contributed the money and also collected the money from some 
other kind hearted land-lords and with that initiative and 
concrete effort, the educational institutions have been 
established in the rural areas and villages.  In such way many 
students study different degree courses and got the jobs to 
many government sector and also many of them have joined in 
the Defence forces as soldiers and Junior Commission. 
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