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Abstract 

This paper aims to bring out the importance of the 
communicative skill through literature.  Literature can be 
used as a popular area for teaching communicative skill from 
the prescribed Prose as a text for L2 learners in the present 
time. Students can score high marks in the subject but most of 
them struggle to acquire communicative skill though they are 
taught in English. Reasons for using literary texts in the 
second language classroom and main criteria for selecting 
suitable literary texts in the classes are stressed so as to make 
the readers communicate. Teaching of language skills through 
literature is toughest task and some problems encountered by 
language teachers within the area of teaching English.This 
paper also deals with, why a language teacher should use 
literary texts especially prose in the language classroom, how 
it paves a way to develop communicative skill.  

Key Words: Prose, Literature, communicative skill, Language 
teaching, L2 learners,  

Introduction 

In the modern age, English is an unavoidable language 
in the world. In Indian class rooms, the English teachers use 
many methods for teaching English.But most of the students 
even English literature students struggle to develop 
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communicative skill because of various reasons. The English 
teachers in the school and college levels have no time or 
classes for developing the communication school separately. 
Thus teaching communicative skills within the prescribed text 
may be the easiest way to improve it. Language is a means of 
communicating thoughts. 

Native speaker acquires his mother tongue through 
imitation and that is the natural process of language 
acquisition.Communication is a two way process of 
transmitting and receiving information.There are two modes 
of communication in the teaching learning process. They are 1. 
Oral communication 2.Written communication. The English 
teachers must develop the oral communication first and then 
written can be developed by nature. At the college level a 
student must learn the skill without fail. Both oral and written 
skills help them to express their thoughts and will be essential 
in this competitive world. Even the English literature students 
have the problem of acquiring communication skills due to 
various reasons. They concentrate only the subject not skills. 
But the students should develop the skills with the help of the 
teachers with new method of teaching. Teaching skills through 
prose would be apt and easiest way to improve these skills.  

An application in the classroom: 

 The study was conducted with two UG level classes (25 
students in each). One class was randomly selected as the 
experimental group and the other class as the control group. 
The experimental group was taught communicative skill 
through prose whereas the control group was taught 
traditionally. The study aimed to find out whether teaching 
communicative skill through prose makes a difference. The 
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students in the experimental group were given the task to use 
the sentences in their own with the help of the prose. The 
concept of the prose  is taught and ask them to enact the roles 
with dialogue and ask them to write the same from Bacon’s Of 
Great Place and Lamb’s Poor relations. A frame was provided, 
but the dialogues were written by the students. They worked 
on the dialogues for an hour and then acted out in the class. 
The control group was taught the same subject by just studying 
the book and doing the traditional exercises. After completing 
both classes, performance was measured with proper 
pronunciation and language flow from them to see if there was 
a difference. Techniques, the objectives of the study, research 
hypotheses were formulated and tested, obtained data was 
analyzed, interpreted and concluded. 

Objectives: 

 The objectives of using prose to teach both speaking and 
writing skills in English language in a class room situation 
were set as follows: 

1. To strengthen the bond between thought and expression 
in language. 

2. To offer good listening practice. 

3. To understand the Language in meaningful situations. 

4. To help restore the totality of the situation by reversing 
the learning process. 

5.  To begin with meaning and moving towards language 
form.  

6. To make language learning more meaningful and 
attempts to prepare the student for real-life situations. 
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7. To improve Pronunciation, diction and voice control, 
body language and gesture, stance and posture, 
blocking/interacting in space with others, register / 
speaking in role. 

8. To reinforce vocabulary and sentence structure through 
dialogue and role-play  

Hypothesis: 

 The researcher had formulated the hypothesis that 
communicative skill through prose makes the L2 learners 
develop their both speaking and writing skills and makes 
practice listening.  
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Methodology: 

 The various steps involved in the methodology of the 
study were development of speech practice, design of sample, 
construction of research tool, administrating research tool, 
collection of data and employing appropriate statistical 
techniques to arrive at scientific conclusion.  

Sampling: 

 50 UG I year English literature students of 
Thiruvalluvar University College of Arts& Science 
Thiruvennainallur, Villupuram District were selected as 
sample for the purpose of this experimental study. 

Construction of tool:  
1. Feedback reports from the students. 

2. Development of communicative skills acquiring from the 
students. 

3. Dialogue and Role-play performance.  

Procedure: 

 The investigator selected UG I year English literature 
students for developing communicative skill through prose. 
Their own text Bacon’s “Of Great Place” and Lamb’s “Poor 
relations”was taken as resource model. The investigator tried 
to establish a direct bond between the experience and 
expression. It was made by direct association of the words of 
English language with the object and ideas for which they 
stand. The investigator introduced the new situation and 
asked to rewrite the dialogues from the drama their own. The 
students are provided sufficient practice in this manner. The 
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researcher introduced the new situations along with the 
original prose by the direct association of the original prose. 
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Data collection: 

 The experiment was conducted for six months in the 
usual class room. At the end of the experimental period, the 
students were tested by the way of oral deliberations and 
written test. The students’ feedback reports and their 
responses formed the vital data required for the analysis. 

Findings and conclusion: 

The consolidated feedback reports from the UG I year English 
literature students reveal that: 

1. All the students found this method of learning as highly 
useful for them to develop oral and written 
communication skills. 

2. Students remarked that this method of learning has 
developed positive attitudes towards learning 
communication skill.  

3. They remarked that they could participate actively in 
this type of communication skill learning process and it 
provided better opportunities for them.  

4. They could learn words in related situation which left 
everlasting impression on their mind. 

5. They could maintain interest, attention and pleasure 
through this method of teaching. 

6. Late bloomers remarked that this way of learning is 
more effective and very much useful for them to develop 
and be confident in communication and discussion. 

Educational implications: 
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1. The role of language teaching skill through prescribed 
text especially prose is more effective in mastering 
Communicative skills in the second language classroom. 

2.  This method develops skills to express their ideas and 
thoughts freely. 

3. This strategy makes the learners confident and fearless 
as to like communication. 

4. This strategy improves students’ involvement in 
language learning. 

5. It also helps both the teachers and students to develop 
the course. 

6. It helps to express their thoughts in short sentences. 

 To sum up, in the final analysis it is marked that prose 
has a meaningful and relevant role to play in second language 
teaching. The obvious advantages of this method of teaching 
lie not only in its ability to improve communicative skills 
effectively, but also in terms of its ability to improve the 
learners’ confidence which will eventually lead to the progress 
of positive self concepts. Since many of the L2 learners may be 
struggling with the target language, using the Bacon’s Of 
Great Place and Lamb’s Poor relationsin the classroom will 
stimulate them to use the language in authentic situations 
thereby leading to their overall improvement in the use of the 
language. Through prose, students are able to discover their 
possible powers, skills and competencies. Finally group 
decisions, work together co-operatively, develop new interests 
and seek new information for the L2 learners. 
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